
Chapter 6

Software and data archives

Solarsoft
The SolarSoft system is a set of integrated software libraries, data bases, and system utilities
which provide a common programming and data analysis environment for solar physics. The
SolarSoftWare (SSW) system is built from Yohkoh, SOHO, SDAC and Astronomy libraries
and draws upon contributions from many members of those projects. It is primarily an IDL
based system, although some instrument teams integrate executables written in other languages.
Software is used either with command lines or widgets.

The SSW capabilities include: time series analysis, time conversions, UTPLOT, spectral fit-
ting, image and image cube (movies) display, IDL data manipulation (structure, string, array,
mathematics...), file I/O (generic binary, ascii), FITS, solar limb fitting, grid overlay, coordinate
tranformations... Object oriented programming (OOP) is also widely used.
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